
ESSAY #4: METHODS FOR EXAMINING MULTIFACETED PUBLIC 
DEBATES 

 

ROUGH DRAFT DEADLINE: Friday, December 15, 2017 @ Peer Workshop 4.0  
FINAL PHYSICAL PAPER DEADLINE: Monday, December 18 @ Storm Hall West 141 in the 
Department of Rhetoric & Writing Studies Office by 3:00 p.m.  
FINAL DIGITAL PAPER DEADLINE: Wednesday, December 20 @ ksweeney@sdsu.edu by 3:00 
p.m.  

 
PROMPT: To craft your final essay, you will examine the arguments and evidence presented in 
three articles that address a mutual topic: “Final Confederate Status Comes Down in New 
Orleans” by Darran Simon and Steve Almasy, “Confederate monuments are not really about 
history” by Christine Emba, and “New Orleans is wrong to remove its Confederate monument” 
by John Daniel Davidson.  
 
Your task with this essay is twofold: determine which article offers the most compelling 
argument about the issue based on the evidence it provides; analyze key evidence from your 
selected “strongest” article and discuss how this evidence is more successful than the types of 
evidence provided by the other texts. Your paper should state and evaluate which article of the 
three texts provides the most successful argument and discuss why, in comparison to the other 
two texts, it is the strongest argument. Your essay should address the context of the issue these 
articles are responding to, identify publication dates and locations of the three articles, and 
clearly identify how the successful article is distinct from the less successful articles. With this 
final paper, you have the freedom to decide how you will structure this essay, what elements of 
the argument to focus on, and how your conclusion is structured. You will want to take careful 
notes on each of the articles in this unit to assist you in determining how you will discuss which 
article is the strongest, what evidence you will use to support your decision, and how you will 
identify what the connections between the three texts are.  
 
NOTE: Although this prompt asks for you to determine which text is the strongest argument 
according to your standards for what “strong” means, you will want to be cautious that this essay 
does NOT become a discussion of your opinion on the issue. This is an evaluative essay NOT an 
opinion essay. 
 
EXPECTATIONS: 

● 3-4 FULL pages 
● Printed and stapled 
● Double-spaced 
● Standard 1-inch margins 

mailto:ksweeney@sdsu.edu


● 12 point, Times New Roman font 
● MLA Works Cited page that properly adheres to formatting guidelines. 
● Attend the mandatory Peer Workshop 4.0 during class on Friday, December 15, 2017. 
● Utilize quotes from the articles by Darran Simon and Steve Almasy, Christine Emba, 

and/or John Daniel Davidson when necessary. 
● Aside from quoting Simon and Almasy, Emba, and Davidson, it is expected that all 

words in this essay are your original ideas; that is, do not plagiarize from other sources.  
 
ESSAY #4 EXTRA CREDIT (DUE ON WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 20 VIA EMAIL): 
Craft a 2-page argument that responds to the following question: Is The Nightmare Before 
Christmas a Halloween film or a Christmas film? Develop a clear thesis that identifies your 
stance on the issue and close read key details or scenes from the film that support your position. 
Make sure to acknowledge both the visuals and script of the film to identify how they contribute 
to The Nightmare Before Christmas’ status as either Halloween or Christmas film.  


