
ESSAY #3: REFRAMING ONE NARRATIVE TO FIT A NEW ONE 
 
ROUGH DRAFT DEADLINE: Monday, November 20, 2017 @ Peer Workshop 3.0 
FINAL DRAFT DEADLINE: Friday, December 1, 2017 @ Beginning of Class 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

1. Analyze a variety of texts to demonstrate rhetorical knowledge of an argument’s project, claim, audience, genre, 
rhetorical appeals, rhetorical strategies (including evidence), and assumptions.   
2. Evaluate arguments and their evidence through a process of critical inquiry. 
3. Locate, evaluate, and incorporate material from sources into their writing projects. 
5. Apply conventions of academic writing, including genre choices, grammar, spelling, mechanics, and citation 
practices. 

UNIT 3 CONTEXT: Throughout Unit 3, we examined the relationship between original and sampled songs – 
examples include Becky G’s “Becky from the Block” with JLO’s “Jenny from the Block,” 2pac ft. Talent’s “Changes” 
with Bruce Hornsby’s “The Way It Is,” and J. Cole’s “Work Out” with Paula Abdul’s “Straight Up” – to consider how 
the meaning and context of an original text is “changed” when sampled in a different track. We will apply these same 
analytical skills when considering the connection between original and subsequent news articles that engage with a 
mutual political moment to discuss a larger social issue.   
 
PROMPT: To craft Essay #3, you will consider the arguments and rhetorical methodologies present in Susan Chira’s 
“The Universal Phenomenon of Men Interrupting Women” and Emily Jashinsky’s “Senator, Interrupted: Kamala Harris 
outrage illustrates feminism’s inability to react in proportion.” Your task with this paper is twofold: identify which text is 
the original text and which text is the subsequent text that samples or uses the original as its source material; discuss 
how the subsequent text “changes” the meaning of the original text. That is, your paper should identify and discuss how 
the subsequent text takes from and references evidence provided by the original text to craft an argument with a different 
thesis.  
 
When writing your essay, consider addressing the prompt in the following format:  
 
INTRODUCTION (THE BIG PICTURE): 

• Write an introduction that presents the context that Susan Chira and Emily Jashinsky are responding to 
in their articles. That is, what is the political “moment” that they are both referencing to capture the attention of 
their audiences? Your introduction should discuss the project and argument of both articles, identify when/where 
each article is published, and state each rhetor’s credentials.  

• Craft a thesis statement that clearly articulates two points: which article is the original text and which article 
is the subsequent text; how does the subsequent text “change” the meaning of the original text. You should 
provide a rationale for how you decide which article is the original and which article is the subsequent. 
Additionally, you should state which rhetorical strategies you see the rhetor employing to “change” the meaning 
of the other rhetor’s evidence to support their own argument. Provide an evaluation of whether or not the author 
of the subsequent article successfully uses evidence from the original article to support their argument.   

 
BODY PARAGRAPHS (ZOOMING IN): 

• At the start of each paragraph, identify one rhetorical strategy that is used by the author of the subsequent 
text to “change” the meaning of the evidence provided in the original text. State whether the author of the 
subsequent text is successful or unsuccessful in taking evidence from the original text and “changing” it to 
support their argument.  

• Utilize quotes from the articles to highlight key examples of the subsequent text taking evidence from the 
original text. Explain where these sampled quotes are located in the “old” article and how they change when 
presented in the “new” article. 

• Analyze these quotes by considering why the subsequent author is using this evidence from the original 
author to support their argument. How do the arguments differ between the two texts, even when the material 
that is provided is the same? Why does this “new” text make use of the “old” – what does it accomplish?   

 



CONCLUSION (ZOOMING OUT): 
• Write a conclusion paragraph that explains how overall successful or unsuccessful the subsequent author 

is in using material provided by the original author to craft a new argument. Consider how the subsequent 
author develops their argument; are there any limitations to how or why these use the original author’s text? 
Discuss whether or not the audience will accept the new text’s argument and if they can fully understand this new 
argument without reading the original source.  

 
EXPECTATIONS: 

• 3-4 FULL pages 
• Printed and stapled 
• Double-spaced 
• Standard 1-inch margins 
• 12 point, Times New Roman font 
• MLA Works Cited page that properly adheres to formatting guidelines. 
• Attend the mandatory Peer Workshop 3.0 during class on Monday, November 20, 2017. 
• Utilize quotes from the articles by Susan Chira and Emily Jashinsky to identify how one article changes the 

“meaning” of the other. 
• Aside from quoting Chira and Jashinsky, it is expected that all words in this essay are your original ideas; that is, 

do not plagiarize from other sources.  
 

ESSAY #3 EXTRA CREDIT (ALSO DUE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1 @ Beginning of Class): 
Craft a 1-2 page “mini analysis” of one of the song pairings that we discussed during this unit. Select a few lyrics from 
the original song that reappear in the subsequent song. Discuss how the meaning of the original lyrics have “changed” in 
the new version. What factors may influence these changes?  
 


