
ESSAY	#2:	Evaluating	Effective	Rhetorical	Appeals	&	Strategies	
 

ROUGH	DRAFT	DEADLINE:	Friday, October 20, 2017 @ Peer Workshop 2.0  
FINAL	DRAFT	DEADLINE:	Friday, October 27, 2017 @ Beginning of Class	
 
LEARNING	OUTCOMES:	

1. Analyze a variety of texts to demonstrate rhetorical knowledge of an argument’s project, claim, audience, genre, 
rhetorical appeals, rhetorical strategies (including evidence), and assumptions. 
2. Evaluate arguments and their evidence through a process of critical inquiry. 
5. Apply conventions of academic writing, including genre choices, grammar, spelling, mechanics, and citation 
practices. 

	
PROMPT:	Your task in Essay #2 is to identify Ian Bogost’s argument in “The Fidget Spinner Explains the World” and analyze 
what rhetorical strategies he uses to support this argument. You will write a cohesive essay that includes an introduction, body 
paragraphs, and conclusion that assess how Bogost uses these rhetorical strategies to establish his appeals to ethos, pathos, and 
logos. Evaluate how effective or ineffective Bogost’s rhetorical strategies are in persuading the intended audience to accept his 
argument as legitimate. Consider what kinds of assumptions the author is making about the audience who is reading his article. 
Remember to base your assertions about how effective or ineffective Bogost is in persuading his audience on what you see being 
used in the article.  
 
When writing your essay, consider addressing the prompt in the following format: 
INTRODUCTION	(THE	BIG	PICTURE):	

• Write an introduction that presents the context that Ian Bogost is responding to in his article. Discuss the project, 
identify the argument, note the author’s credentials, and indicate the when/where of the article’s publication.  

• Craft a thesis statement that clearly articulates which rhetorical strategies you are planning to analyze in Bogost’s 
article. Include an evaluative statement that indicates which of these rhetorical strategies are successful in appealing to 
ethos, pathos, and/or logos to persuade the audience to accept his argument, and which of these rhetorical strategies are 
unsuccessful. 	

BODY	PARAGRAPHS	(ZOOMING	IN):		
• At the start of each paragraph, identify which rhetorical strategy you are grappling with from Bogost’s article. State 

whether this strategy is successful or unsuccessful in establishing a rhetorical appeal that connects with the audience.  
• Utilize quotes from the article to highlight key examples of the rhetorical strategy in action. Explain where these 

quotes are located in the article and how they do or do not build towards a rhetorical appeal.  
• Analyze these quotes by considering why Bogost is using this rhetorical strategy to connect with the reader. What 

assumptions does he make about how the audience will respond to the topic?   
CONCLUSION	(ZOOMING	OUT):	

• Write a conclusion paragraph that explains how overall successful or unsuccessful Bogost is in using rhetorical 
strategies to establish an appeal to ethos, pathos, and/or logos. Consider how Bogost develops his argument; are 
there any limitations to the credibility of his evidence? Discuss whether or not the audience will accept the argument or 
based on how the article develops the claims, evidence, and strategies.   

 
EXPECTATIONS:	

• 4 FULL pages 
• Printed and stapled 
• Double-spaced 
• Standard 1-inch margins 
• 12 point, Times New Roman font 
• MLA Works Cited page that properly adheres to formatting guidelines. 
• Attend the mandatory Peer Workshop 2.0 during class on Friday, October 20, 2017.  
• Utilize quotes from Ian Bogost’s text to examine how rhetorical strategies are used to develop rhetorical appeals. 
• Aside from quoting Bogost, it is expected that all words in this essay are your original ideas; that is, do not plagiarize 

from other sources.  


