
 
ESSAY #1:  BUILDING BLOCKS OF IDENTIFYING & ANALYZING ARGUMENT 

 
ROUGH DRAFT DEADLINE: Monday, September 25 @ Peer Workshop 1.0 
FINAL DRAFT DEADLINE: Friday, September 29 @ Beginning of Class 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES:  

2. Evaluate arguments and their evidence through a process of critical inquiry. 
4. Apply conventions of academic writing, including genre choices, grammar, spelling, mechanics, and 
citation practices. 

PROMPT: Your task in Essay #1 is to analyze Brandon Ambrosino’s “Nostalgia For Now: How digital and social 
media blur the lines of memory, history, and reality” and identify PACES in the text. You will write a cohesive essay 
that includes an introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion that assess the types of evidence that Ambrosino 
utilizes in his article. In doing so, you will evaluate the strengths/weaknesses of Ambrosino’s evidence in supporting 
the text’s central argument and claims.   
 
When writing your essay, consider addressing the prompt in the following format: 
 
INTRODUCTION (The Big Picture): 

• Write an introduction that presents the context that Brandon Ambrosino is responding to in his article. 
Discuss the project and argument, as well as the when/where of the article’s publication. 

• Craft a thesis statement that clearly articulates which pieces of evidence you are planning to analyze in 
Ambrosino’s article. Include an evaluative statement that indicates whether you find this evidence strong or 
weak in supporting the central argument.  

 
BODY PARAGRAPHS (Zooming In): 

• At the start of your paragraphs, identify individual claims from Ambrosino’s article that are key support 
for the author’s central argument.  

• Utilize quotes from the article to highlight the important evidence that Ambrosino brings in to support 
these claims. Explain where these quotes are used in the article and how they build towards what he is 
arguing.   

• Analyze these quotes by identifying what types of evidence are being used. Explain whether these pieces 
of evidence are strong or weak. Discuss whether or not this evidence is successful or unsuccessful in making 
the audience accept his assertions. 

 
CONCLUSION (Zooming Out): 

• Write a conclusion paragraph that explains if the evidence used throughout the article is overall 
successful or overall unsuccessful in persuading the audience. Discuss what assumptions Ambrosino may 
have made about his audience when crafting his article and to what extent the argument was successfully 
supported. Connect your final evaluation of Ambrosino’s article back to the context. 

 
EXPECTATION S: 

• 3-4 FULL pages 
• Printed and stapled 
• Double-spaced 
• Standard 1-inch margins 
• 12 point, Times New Roman font 
• MLA Works Cited page that properly adheres to formatting guidelines 
• Attend the mandatory Peer Workshop 1.0 during class on September 25, 2017. 
• Utilize quotes from Brandon Ambrosino’s text to examine successful/unsuccessful pieces of evidence. When 

doing so, be sure to give credit where credit is due with MLA citations. 
• Aside from quoting Ambrosino, it is expected that all words in this essay are your original ideas; that is, do 

not plagiarize from other sources. 


